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UPON THE 


4 : P re il ent Criſis « 


HE preſent Time has been ac- 
knowledged, by Perſons of dif- 
ferent Views and Denominations, 
to be a Criſis to this Nation. 
And ſurely, whoever from a true. 


1 | / Regard to his Country, will take an Impar= 
1 tial Suryey of all that concerns Her, will 
; 5 3 look back into paſt Times, without a 1 
A= 


tial prejudice or blindneſs to Perſons and 

milies, for the true Springs of thoſe bitter 

Streams of Party and Corruption, which 
have overflow'd this Nation, will caſt their 
' 'S Eyes 
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h Eyes round them, to ſee into what Circum- 
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ſtances they have reduced Her, and will 
look fowards, into a near Futurity, for 
thoſe Conſequences, which muſt follow, un- 
leſs timely prevented. Whoever ſhall do 
this will admit, tho' perhaps, for different 
Reaſons, that, in all the variety of Changes, 
which the Virtue and Spirit of our Coun- 
trymen, have ſo often produced, and which 
the Intereſtedneſs and Treachery of thoſe, 
on whom they depended, have ſo often ren- 
dered ineffectual. The Hiſtory of Britain 
can hardly inſtance a Criſis of greater and 
more general Importance, than. the preſent 


de of Time: A Period more dangerous 


o the very Being of this Nation, and at 
the ſame Time, more productive of her Pre- 
ſervation and Proſperity than any which 
ever preceded it. | 


Not to preſume to mark particularly the 


Riſe and Progreſs of Party thro' the Series 
of our Hiſtory ſince that Pen, which per- 
haps alone was equal to the Subject, has al- 
ready exhauſted it; let us take up the Con- 
fideration in a more general Manner, and we 


hall find it an undeniable Truth, tho' it 


may ſeem a Paradox, that, when Britain 
had been a lefs while Burthen'd with a grie- 
vous Debt, harafſed with numerous and hea- 
vy Taxes, and alarmed with a large Num- 


ber of Land Forces maintained in Times of 


* 


Tranquility 


ES) 


Tranquility, while yet there were Hopes of 
| ſeeing that Debt paid off, thoſe Taxes di- 


miniſhed, and that Army reduced, while at 
home our Situation was leſs embarras'd, 
and leſs inconſiderable Abroad, yet was the 


| Proſpe& of Affairs at that Time, to every 
* impartial Well-wiſher of his Country, a more 


melancholy Scene than eyen in her preſent 


difficult and diſtreſſed Condition: For Party 


Spirit, then almoſt univerſally preyailed. 
That Enemy to all Government, too readily 


£ 5 encouraged at all Times in the Countries of 
Z Liberty, too frequently and too fatally che- 
= riſh'd in this, had diſguiſed the Face of all 


publick Tranſactions, as it had embittered 
the Reliſh of all private Society. Few Men 


could ſee but thro' that Medium; and thoſe, 


who did, cither, dared not act upon their 
own Judgments, or acted with little Weight. 
Impartiality was agcounted a Crime, or, at 
beſt, as a Weaknels., Opinions, not incon- 
ſiſtent in themſelves, had, by the Arts of 
Knaves, and the Warmth of well-meanin 

Men, been driven into the greateſt Abſurdi- 
ties on either Side. Party Names had been 
invented to encourage Diviſion and Violence. 
Men converſed only with thoſe of their own 
Denomination, and hated every one elle, 
tho' they were utterly unacquainted with 
their real Principles or Morals. Thus the 
Nation was divided in worſe than Civil War, 
as 


5 £06) 
4s the Conſequences of the Diviſion were ves 
ty near as bad, and the Diviſion more* likes 
ly to continue upon the ſame Foot. Both 
Sides were thus led into Extravagancies by 
turns, as either prevailed; and mutual Pros 
vocations and Injuries fomented Animoſities, 
till Claſſes and Perſons became the ſole 
View, and the publick Virtue of Patrio- 
tiſm was loſt in the private Paſſion of Par- 
ty. The Conſtitution was diſeaſed, not- paſt 
a Cure, but without hopes of a Recovery; 
becauſe thoſe, who were entruſted with the 
Care of it, treated the moſt dangerous Com- 
laints as Affected ot Imaginary. Party 
pirit had exaſperated the Country, Party 
Spirit had-inflamed the Court. Becauſe the 
Revolution was founded upon a Principle of 
Liberty, many, who diſapproved of that, or 
diſliked its Conſequences, grew even to un- 
dervalue Liberty itſelf; whilſt with others, 
who had been zealous for it, or Gainers by 
it, it was almoſt accounted Treaſon to ſuppoſe 
a Poſſibility, that the Rights of the People 
could ever be infring'd under the Goyern- 
ment of thoſe, who could claim no other 
Title to govern than by preſerving them 
inviolate. Every one who conſiders muft 


ſee how Men honeftly intentioned might 


have been drawn on, by this Notion, in- 
to the wildeſt Abſurdities, and moſt ini- 
quitous' Practices: The next: Step might 
have been to advance, that the Liberties of 

| 5 5 the 


8 
4 
1 
4 
6 
5 
4 
4 
— 
t 
3 
F 
f 
4 
J 
f 
L 
- 
q 
0 
8 
r 
L 
t 
. 
" 
q 
f 
2 


b ence and Abilities (the natural Force with 
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2 the People were ſafer in the Hands of thoſe 
who govern'd than in their own ; and Cor- 
ruption have been introduced for a Ballance 


to Paſſion. Thus Majorities in Parliament 


1 might ha ve been bought, and the Barrier of 
4 i 2 Britiſh Liberty loſt. The juſteſt Com- 


plaints of the few, would have been then 


3 diſregarded, becauſe their paſt Actions was 


diſliked, and their future Defigns miſtruſted ; | 


and their beſt Advices ridiculed, becauſe 
they were not likely to prevail; and Men 
would have been taught, from thence, to 
7 _ lightly the moſt important Conſiderati- 


This Contempt for Reformation might 


V 2 made their Concern grow cool for the 
Publick, and their Jealouſies of their Adver- 


Liies occafioned a blind Confidence, in their 


7 own Leaders, till theſe Patrons of Freedom 


(like the Falſe Teachers in Scripture) while 


they promiſed Liberty, ,were themſelves the 


r of Corruption; by formed at laſt the 
worſt Sort of Arbitrary Power, and that 
Power grew wanton, and played with the 
Neceſſities of the Publick.  _ | 
What has the Madneſs of thoſe Times adt 
&acrificed to their Idol Party? For that 
have Juſtice and Humanity * violated ; 

and the Strength of the Nation divided and 
exhauſted. For that have Men of Experi- 


n RIRYARENGe had armed * been neg= 
lecded 
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lected and oppreſſed. What drove out fo 
many uſeful Subjects, to beg abroad the Re- 
ward of their Merit, ſome of them from their 
more prudent and generous Enemies, with - | 
thoſe very Scars which they had got in ad- 
vancing, at their Loſs, the Intereſt and Re- 

putation of their own unwiſe, as well as un- 
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grateful Country ? What taught our Rivals 
in Commerce and Naval Power, thoſe Arts 
which had preſerved us the Superiority oyer 
them; and armed foreign Nations with fo 
many Adyantages, which may too ſoon prove 
formidable to our own ? What, but the Ef- 
fects of that Deſpair of which the Party 
Rage of thoſe Times was the Canſe? An 


Effect unjuſtifiable indeed, from any Cauſe, 


but too natural to Men who have too pow- 
erful Motives to pertwade ; Revenge, and 


Neceſſity. To this it has been owing that 


the Government of qur Colonies, upon which 
the Wealth and Power of this Nation fo 
greatly depend, have. been careleſsly ſacrifi- 
ced to repair the Fortunes, which Luxury 
or Party Extrayagance had reduced; whilſt 
Luxury has been encouraged, and Expence 
made-almoſt neceſſary ; to the (diminiſhing 
the Weight of the People, by abating their 
Induſtry, and deſtroying their Virtue, and 
to the ſoftening and break ing the Spirits of 


the Gentry and Nobility, and leſſening their 
Power, by embarraſſing their Fortunes, and 


1 | ruining 


.('9)) 


A ruining their Families; whilſt the Abundarice 


# who asked them, and the publick Accompts 
lay unlook'd into upon the Table, where 


- of thoſe who prevailed has been profligately 
ir # waſted, in corrupting the Morals of the 
h Nation; and eſtabliſhing a new kind of Com- 
{= meꝛrce, deſtructive of all other, where Men 
>» found the Way to grow rich, by enfla vin 
1= © their Poſterity, and impoveriſhing their 
JJC a eg, = 
ts T0 this it has been owing that in former 
r Times, the Great Council of the Nation has 
o been the Creature of Corruption or Violence: 
'e © Where Conſcience and publick Spirit gave 
f. way to Intereſtedneſs, and a new Syſtem of 
'y © Honour founded upon Party; where a Seat 
n in Parliament was looked upon as a good 
>, Proviſion, and a ſmall Fortune laid out in an 
- Flection, as putting it out to the beſt Ad- 
d IF vantage, where Millions were granted from 
t IF the Publick, by thoſe who confider'd only 


ſion ; where the Concerns of the Farmer and 
the Merchant were lighted, as of no publick 
Importance; where robbing their Country 
of her greateft Privilege, her Freedom of 
Choice, with the groſſeſt and moſt open In- 
uſtice, was one of thoſe things which Cu- 
ſtom feemed to authorize. Men of Honour to 
do; where Keeping Power or getting Mo- 
75 205 HII INT 22 B 4+ ney, 
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Debate was Invective, and Prejudice Perſua- 
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ney, where Intereſt, Envy, Malice, or a Love 2 
of Praiſe were the true Springs of all that 


Was done: 


- _ 8 


* 


Britain? When only the Shadow of the 
Conſtitution ſubſiſted, and that Shadow. in- 


ereaſed the Danger; — when the very Spirit b 


of the Government was defeated, by. Pre- 
tences of preſerving it; and, inſtead of the 
Barrier of a Pashament between the Crown 


and the Perle they had only the Fears of 


[a Miniſter, or the Virtue of a Prince to hope 
from. For, however Men may wilfully 
blind themſelves. by Prejudice or Fayour, 
let any one but reflect one half Hour, and 
he muſt allow, that a Parliament muſt be 
the great Source, of the Happineſs or De- 
ſtruction of this Nation ;— that to Parlia- 
ments ſhe owes, every valuable Part of her 
Liberty; that from Parliaments ſhe derives 
every Infringement of it ; that, when Par- 
liaments, in this Nation, haye been the real 
Repreſentatives. of the People, when their 
Elections and their Conſultations have been 
truly free; when, in their Countries, Gen- 
tlemen have enquired into the , Grievances, 
and, in Parliament, have provided againſt 
the Neceſlitics of the People; when they 


have aſſerted their Dignity, and been indeed 1 


the Great Council of the Nation, other 
Countries have conſidered them with Reve- 
8 W rence, 


Where was then the boaſted, Liberty of 
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rence, and their own with Confidence, and 


tions: But, when Faction or Corruption 


the 
in- the Repreſentative of Borough-Brokers and 
9 Officers of the Revenue, when thoſe who 
2X compoſed it, have waſted the Seſſions in out- 
he rageous Animoſities and ſhameleſs Abuſes, 
wn and paſſed the reſt of their Time in un- 
of e uren . Wrangles and peeviſh Oppoſi- 


tion upon Trifles in the Country hen the 


by | x Employment of a Parliament has ſeemed 
Ir, only to raiſe Taxes on the People, and au- 
ad thorize Miniſterial Jobbs—when that Name 
be has been proſtituted to advance the Power of 


e- Parties, to protect the Deſigns of Miniſters, 


2X ſuch Parliaments muſt be allowed to have 
been the moſt wicked Contrivance which 
the moſt-unnatural Engliſhman could pro- 
mote, to rob a deluded People of their Sub- 
ſttance, their Reputation, and their Free- 
dom, with a Shew of Ne, and a Pre- 
tende for Impunity. 

The innocent Gountry has ſuffered for the 


and Want of Confidence Abroad have al- 
ways been the Conſequences which have 
naturally followed: The True Britzþ Con- 
TI has been always dear to our own 
Dig = 4 Country, 


f Publick Welfare and Publick Satisfaction 
have been the Fruits of their Determina- - 


1 have prevailed—when a Parliament has been 


and palliate the Encroachments of Princes, 


Infamy of a few, and National Diſtraction 


and, when they have been properly placec 
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Country, and the Envy of other Nations; 3 


but the Machine of Government is liable to 


be diſorder d, and requires much Care ang 
Cixcumſpection. It is in the equal poizing 
ol its Parts that its Perfection conſiſts, and 

frequent Accidents may break the Æqui,- 


librium, and deftroy the Syſtem, - Power is 
the Center to which each Part of it natu- 


rally tends, and the ſmalleſt Gain, tho' ca- 


ſily remedied at firſt, may ſoon grow to en- 
danger the Whole. Thus Jealouſy: and 
Suſpicion are in Britain publick Virtues 


and exerted, have always conduced to Pub- 
lick Good Continual Watchfulneſs: and 
Care are needful to preſerve this Conſtitu- 


tion, and this Care is naturally and neceſſa- 


rily placed in the Repreſentatives of the 
People; ſor there only Selſ-Intereſt and 
Duty are moſt ſtrongly united; and tho' from 
Neceſſity of State, ſome unnatural Acci- 
dent in Government has ſometimes called 


upon the People to take Care themſelyes 


that the Conſtitution receive no Harm, y 
ſuch Interpoſition muſt be leſs orderly, and 
may be dangerous; . whereas, if they conſi- 
der the Neceſſities of the Publick in the 
Choice of thoſe Perſons to whom they en» 
truſt it, they are certainly . moſt properly 
and ſafely the Guardians of the Conſtitution, 
Bux it, at any Time, by Party, by Faſhion, 
or Corruption, or by any new Influence in 
TS, ; ns the 
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the Hands of the Government, the Voice of 
Parliament ſhould become the Voice of an 
Adminiſtration, the Power of the Crown 
XZ muſt, at the ſame time, become, by that 
; 1 Means, as abſolute as that of the Ottoman 
Court, and of a more dangerous Nature, 
3 ; For, m_ they have a Vizir. or a Porte 
to look up to for every Grievance they ſu- 
7 Y Gain, even the Slaviſh Diſpoſition of a. Peo- 
= ple long uſed to ſerve has Bounds of Bear- 
ing, beyond. which they ſubmit no longer: 
9 But what Redreſs to a Nation whoſe Op- 
> preſſion has Law to ſupport it? For ſuch 

= would be the Caſe when Corruption became 
the Baſis and Dependence, the Cement of 
her Policy, when a Government pronounced. 
© their Ruin by ſo many Mouths, when it 
fixed their Fetters by ſo many Hands; when 
every new Impoſition, when every continued 
-X Grieyance had the Name of a Parliament to 
2 authorize it; when they ſhould be told, it 

_ = is the Work of your own- Repreſentatives, 
., XZ upon free Debate and long Conſideration? _ ; 
Buch has been the dangerous Circumſtance 
1 into which the Fury of former Times had 
reduced this Nation, once the Bleſſing of hex 

7 People, and the Envy of other Countries, 
rich in Herſelf, and ſtrong from the Spirit of 
the People as well as from her Situation, ſhut 
cout by Nature from the Quarrels of the Con- 
tinent, her Commerce extended all over the 
4 Wang, her Colonies ſupporting and * 
ng 
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ſing it, feeding her Luxury, and providing a 


for her Increaſe, her Friendſhip reſpected by 


all Nations, the Banker, the Merchant, and 


the Peace-maker of the World; till Party 
divided, loaded and corrupted her People, 
drove her out of her natural Entrenchments, 
into burthenſome and perplexed Engagements 
Abroad, interrupted and leſſened her Com- 
merce, oppreſſed and weakned her Colonies, 


undermined her Happineſs and Strength at 


Home, and deſtroyed her Weight and Influ- 
ence on the Continent. N 

Such was the Policy of thoſe Times, un- 
attentive to the real Neceſſities of the Peo- 
ple, which Neceſſity thoſe Diviſions had pro- 


duced; while Parties were intent only upon 


Barraſſing and weakning each other; while 
thoſe who had got Power by deceiving the 
People, conſidered only how to ſecure it by 
betraying them, and thoſe who were oppreſ- 


fed by that Power, conſidered only how they 


might deſtroy it; while the miſerable Coun- 


try, neglected and weakned by both Sides, 


was conſidered merely as the Booty for which 
they contended. Such was the Scene, which 
no diſintereſted true Lover of his Country 


could conſider without the greateſt Concern 7? 


and Horror, however Men heated by Party, 
or led on by Ambition or Intereft, might be 
concerned in the Differences of thoſe Times : 
But an Attempt to recommend true Publick 
Spirit muſt, at that Time, have been vain 
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NS and ineffectual, when to oppreſs and revenge, 
inſtead of to convince and unite, was evident- 
1d 1 to have been the Conſequence, which ever 
Y | = Side might ſucceed thro' the mean and merce- 
©, nary Ends of the Miſtreſs of a King, or the 
„ FFlatterer of a Queen, or whatever Favourite 
ts the Weakneſs or Vice of thoſe who governed 
might create, to traffick with the Authority 
of the Crown and the Rights of the People. 
it But, if the Follies and Paſſions of the paſt 
Times have brought on the preſent Situati- 
on, at leaſt that Situation has made Men 
more ſenſible of thoſe Follies and Paſſions; 
if the Load be great which the Nation ſu- 
ſtains, at leaſt ſhe has this Advantage, that 
every Man muſt feel it; and, if her Situation 
| Fre 245 deſira ble at Home and Abroad, this 
1 Felicity at leaſt attends it, that no Man can 
nom be im ſed upon toimagine the contrary. 
While Facts are doubtful, a Nation may 
1 be divided, and Men may conſtrue the 
4 Succeſs of their own Prejudices and Aﬀec- 
4 tions to be moſt for the general Advantage; 
4 but no Man, who has any Reflection, can 
think him ſelf unconcerned in the real In- 
= tereſt of his Country, and no Man can 
think his Country in a. flouriſhing Condi- 
tion, when, after all the Glory with which 
= this Nation has appeared in the Eyes of all 
People, after having aſſerted her own Li- 
berty, and given Freedom to the World, af- 
ter having humbled and ſupported Nations, 


rr 
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(616) | 
and fixed and held the Balance of Europe, 
aſtet a long Peace; which thoſe, whom ſhe 

hed brought low, have carefully employed, 
to recover their Strength, and recruit their 

Treaſures. Waked by the Quarrels of Eu- 

rope, from the Lethargy into which Party 


had Jul'd her, ſhe looked Abroad with F 


RIDES. and. at Home with Horror ; 

und almoſt no Memorial of a glorious War, 

but a+ grievous Load of Debt, in all Ap- 

inextricable, encreaſed when other 

—— enriched-. themſelves; no Truce of 

5 than twenty, Fram Pears, but en 

ngagements, jarring perplexed; with- 

Ex Enemy, but, without a F riend; un- 
5 


either to engage in War, or maintain 
elf in Peace, without Reproach and Dan- 
Bones other Powers arm'd by her Con- 
with her ow "gg 


Th 2. Weight p e li the Tran- 
ty. urope ut ority, or to 
Boy it by barge . which ſhe had for- 


rl, been uſed to, exert with Succeſs : 
e 


5 Revenues mortgaged, Which u d. to 

| | Tizintain reſpected Fleets and victorious Ar- 

5 0 le roperty of the She, "ORD 
on Always to be ready to ſu port the juſt 

ements 0 er and the new, of 

7 the Nation, a y their real Neceſſities, 

ee by 1 55 continued Contribu- 

; rags and loaded” With "augmented Taxes, 

Fer Commerce [Enflanger'd, her Merchants 
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them for no Profanation. 


(17) 
cbmplaining, without her antient Frugality 


and Publick Spirit to ſupport her. 


This was once the Scene which every Man, 
who confider'd; beheld Tho publick Spi- 
rit is always every Man's private Intereſt as 
well as his Duty, Neceſſity will prove what 
Virtue may ſuggeſt unregarded.---- Though 
Reaſon and Argument could not convince ' 
Men of the Falſeneſs of the Enchantment in 
which they took Delight, Danger broke” 
thro the Spell of Party, and the pleaſing 


> Deluſion vaniſhed, 


The Eyes of moſt Men are opened, che 


Hearts of moſt Men are warmed ; but now 


is the critical Time, when it concerns them 


to diſtinguiſh truly, Whether it be a Fire to 


animate, and a Light to conduct them, or a 
Flame that will conſume themſelves, their 
Poſterity and their Country: —— If Intereſt 
or Ambition kindle it, if Prejudice or Party 
nouriſh it, it will die in Diſhonour, or it wilt 


blaze in Confuſion ; but, if it be a Spark of 
Publick Spirit, timely faved when it was al- 


moſt extinguiſhed in the Hearts of Britons, 
the Genius of our Country will watch over 
the veſtal Fire which Heaven has given for 
her Preſervation, the Spirit of the Conſtituti- 
on will cheriſh and encreaſe it: The Deputies - 
of the People are thoſe, whoſe Office it is to 
keep it alive; but, if ever it is in Danger, 
whoever faves it, it ſhall be accounted to 
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(18) 
This ig the true Criſis upon which the 


Fate : Britain, in ſo great a Meaſure, de- 


not whether one Set of Men ſhall 


prevail over another; not whether an Admi- 
iſtration ſhall be changed; in. ſuch a Con- 


juncture theſe are mean and little Conſidera- 


tions, not what will be the Event of the 


preſent unſettled State of Europe, whether 
we may ſtill be involved in War, or whether 


ve may be excluded the Advantages of a 
Beace: Theſe, indeed, are important Con- 


ſiderations; but there is one more material, 


even than theſe; one, upon which every 
. other depends, a firſt Human Mover of all 


future Events; from whence our Proſperity, 
qur Commerce, our Weight abroad, and our 


Happineſs at home muſt proceed, without 


which they muſt; be deſpair d of; and that 


. — pong whether Britain ſhall again 
reſume her antient Spirit, upon which, and 
qnly upon which, depend her antient Proſ 
perity and Glory ; Whether the old Genius 


of Britain will revive; not a Genius of per- 


verſe Diſſention and undiſtinguiſhing Rage; 
not a Genius of, ill- founded Oſtentation and 
neceſſitous Profuſeneſs, ſquandering half her 

Subſtance to gratify her Paſſions, and waſting 


the reſt to conceal her Poverty; but the 
wiſe old Genius of the Nation, by which ſhe 


Was rais d. and flouriſh'd ; a Genius of tem- 
| perate Jealouſy and well-goyern'd Warmth, 


pryin 8 and active, * and unbyaſſed, 
2 | a Genius 


2 
® 
* 
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a Genius of Frugality and Virtue. This is a 
Concern with which no others can be put 
in Balance; and this is the Criſis upon which 
its Fate determines; for if, with ſuch. an 
Experience, and in ſuch a Circumſtance, when 


| 2 every Man ſees and knows more or leſs the 


Situation of his Country; if, in ſuch a 
Caſe, any Obſtacles can, prevent Publick Spirit 
prevailing, Corruption and Party may triumph 
ſecurely for the future ; for no Man can have 
Ignorance to plead for his Error: Wiltul 
Ignorance is wilful Error; and, when the 
Clamours of the Nation mark out Grievances, 
imaginary or real, what Man of Senſe can 
think it a Juſtification to his Country, or a 
future Satisfaction to himſelf, that, acting 
blindly, without Information, he has to ſay, 
that this Relation, or that Friend has told 
him, that theſe Clamours are Faction. 
Who is there that will not ſay, at leaſt, 
that in the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, 
every Briton's particular Intereſt and Happi- 
neſs muſt conſiſt? And will it not then de- 
ſerve a frequent Enquiry to examine the Foun- 
dations © a Structure of ſuch Importance? 
In this Nation, which has ſuffered ſo much 
to purchaſe and maintain her Freedom, for 
which ſo many Millions have been - given, 
{o many noble Lives have been loſt, for which 
Kings have deen dethroned; in this Nation, 

ſhall any Man be cautious in examining 
the Balance of the Conſtitution, upon which 

a C 2 that 
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that Freedom 0 critically may depend, leſt 
he ſhould" diſpleaſe Perſons in Power, by 
ſeeming to miſtruſt an Adminiſtration? In 
a Government Where Parts, by the Nature 
of Humankind, cannot be expected always to 
preſerve their Limits, and here ſuch Danger 
attends the exceeding them ; from what 
unaccountable Policy,” or from what ſlaviſh 


Cuſtom can it proceed, that any Man can 


conſtrue it Faction to examine, or Innova- 
tion to remedy any Alterations 1 in the Syſtem 
of Government? 

If it be alledg'd from authentick Pa pers, 
and from avow'd Experience, that after ſo 


many Millions rais d upon the Publick, and 


after 25 long a Peace in Europe, the Debt of 
the Nation is ſtill about fifty Millions, if it 
be true, that the = rig of the Nation 
amounts to near ſeven Millions per Ann. of 
which near one goes to the Civil-Liſt, and 


the reſt to anſwer the Intereſt of the Debt 


and the Expence of the Year ; if this be 
raiſed with fo much Difficulty, that there is 
no new Tax to be invented, and no old 
one to be encreaſed, if the Land ſo long bur- 
thened directly with the Land- Tax, and in- 
directly with ſo many others, can with Diffi- 
culty enough ſupport two Shillings in, the 
Pound ; and that, ' together with the Malt, 
are found to fall ſhort. conſiderably of what 
they are given for, and thereby to leave a 


A Me charged r che Grants of the 


followin 8 
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* following Year, if there be no Means left 
of ſupplying that and other Deficiencies, or 
of anſwering what more is granted for the 
annual Service beyond what the Land and 
4 Malt will produce, witheut ſeizing upon that 
T0 which was ſet apart for reducing the 
ebts of the Publick, and, by this Means, 
the Sinking Fund is come to be conſidered as 
a neceſſary Branch to compleat the current 
Service of the Vear, if the Sinking Fund be 
now granted for a Sum beyond what it 
actually produces, and, by that Means, a 
new Deficiency is created, if there be no 
way left to ſupply this Deficiency in that 
> Fund but by mortgaging Branches of the 
> Fund itſelf, and thereby creating anew Debt, 
if, by this Diminution of the Produce of 
the Sinking Fund, in order to anſwer the 
** Deficiency of the * Vear, the next Vear's 
Deficiency muſt of Neceſſity be proportion- 
ably encreaſed, if, by this Means, the Sink- 
ing Fund muſt be conſumed in a growing 
Progreſſion, and a ne Debt contracted upon 
the only Fund we have left to diſcharge the 
old; will this be no Matter of Enquiry to any 
3 Man who has the Credit, the Reputation, or 
even the Safety of his Country at Heart ? 
It great Numbers of Officers, and all in 
the Power of the Crown, - have been raiſed 
and diſperſed all over the Kingdom for the 
Management of theſe Revenues, and this 
ſeemingly inextricable Debt neceſſitate their 
F 1 Con- 
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Continwance, if a very conſiderable Number 
of Land Forces be maintain'd in this Na- 
tion, and, if there is no Proſpect of ſeeing 
that Army in any great Meaſure redueed, 
when in Times of general and avowed 


Tranquillity it has been declared neceſſary, | 


will not theſe Conſiderations deſerve the At- 


_ tention of every Man who would be thought 


to have any Regard for the Conſtitution of 
his Country? If it be complain'd of, that 
Trade is greatly interrupted and leſſened from 
burthenſome Impoſitions and from want of 


Hands, that the Colonies, ſo beneficial to 
this Nation, are neither Peopled for Advan- 


tage nor for Safety, if ſome of them de- 
ſerted, unarmed, and defenceleſs, ſinking 
under an exceſſive rate of Intereſt and with- 


out Credit, their Trade loaded with heavy 


Taxes and many Diſcouragements, are un- 


able to provide for their own Preſervation, 


and others preſerve themſelves by improving 
Manufactures and carrying on a Trade de- 


ſtructive of thoſe in their Mother Country, 
if it be apprehended that the Noiſe of our 
extenſive Negociations ſhould be only ſub- 
ſided into a ſuſpicious Calm, if theſe Matters 
of Complaint, and others, are become re- 


ceived Opinions with Multitudes, do they 
not, even from that ſingle Conſideration, de- 
ſerve Enquiry? 


Let theſe Matters of Complaint be real or 


| imaginary, an Enquiry is equally neceſſary ; 
—_ | | 32 | ; In 
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in the one Caſe the Safety, in the other the 
Credit and Intereſt of the Nation require it. 
For what will the Circuraſtance of this Na- 
tion be, if in Peace ſhe ſuſtains the Burden. 
of War, unable to encreaſe her Expence to 
any conſiderable Degree without deſtroying 
her Credit or ruining. the Land? Will ſhe 
not be inſulted, or neglected at leaſt, by 
other Powers, and will not her Freedom de- 
pend upon the Diſpoſition of thoſe who go- 
vern? For if the Power of the Crown was 
thought too great heretofore, When the Re- 
venue of the Crown could hardly ſuffice to 
anſwer the Expences of the Publick, when, 
in Times of Perplexity and Danger of diſ- 
puted Titles and divided Inclinations, this 
Nation ſupported herſelf with Honour with- 
out the Aſfiſtance of an Army, (while the 
Wiſdom of Elizabeth and the Ability and 
Integrity of her Councils, her known Love 
to her Subjects and Concern for their Inte- 
reſts, and her Reputation of Conſtancy and 
Spirit in other Nations made her more ſecure 
at Home and more reſpected Abroad than if 
ſhe. had garriſon d an Army of Forty Thou- 
ſand Men all over the Country) if the Power 
of the Crown was dangerous, when the Ha- 
beas Corpus had never been ſuſpended, be- 
fore Corruption was introduced, when the 
Name of a Land Tax was unknown, and 
others were inconſiderable, when a publick 
Debt was unthought of, when there were 

none 


1 

none of thoſe ſwarms of Officers which the 
Neceſſities of the Publick have ſince thrown 
into the Hands of the Government, and 
which may one Day be made very inſtru- 
mental in influencing Elections where the 
Crown ought never to interfere, if, in thoſe 
Times, when the Glory of the Nation and 
the Dignity of her Crown were well ſup⸗ 
ported for near Five Millions per Annum leis 
than what has been rais'd' of late Years as a 
Thing of Courſe, if then the Power of the 
Crown was to be fear d, what may it be 
hereafter, if large Armies ſhould be main- 
tain d in abſolute Dependence on the Crown, 
a Dependence which too naturally leads to 
abſolute Authority, a Dependence which 
may one Day be uſed to awe the Freedom of 
Elections, or to outweigh the Freedom of 
Parliament, (for it is not enough to be ſatiſ- 
fy'd of the Virtue and Integrity of thoſe 
who, for the preſent, compoſe or command 
an Army; the natural Fendency of a flux 
Body ought at all Times to be confider'd, the 
probable Conſequences of it ought to be 
guarded againſt) if, adding to that Influence 
which Creation gives the Crown in one Houſe 
of Parliament, Corruption ſhould prevail in 
this Nation, and the large Revenues of the 
Crown, now diſtinct from the publick Re- 
venues, and the added Influence of the 
Cron from the ſole Management of the vaſt 
Revenues of the Publick, and the ſole- No- 
OA | mination 
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— of ſo, many Officers einploy d in 
them, and diſperſed all over the Kingdom; 
ſhould ele& a Majority of the. other Houſe; 
as it ſhould be fix d upon in the Cloſet of a 
Miniſter; a Majority to give Sanction to the 
Edits of the Crown, and raiſe whatever 
Subſidies; and continue or encreaſe whatever 
Forces directed; ſhould this ever be the Caſe; 
let any Man conſider in what the Shew of a 
Parliament or the Sound of Freedom would 

avail the Nation: Let any Man conſider; 
- whether this might not have been the natural 
Conſequence of ſuch Meaſares as he has ſen, 
or known to have been; purſu d. 

I chink no Man will eny that a diſpaſe 
ſionate Enquiry into the true State of Things, 
without little perſonal Views or Animoſities, 
not only would be of Advantage; but is of 
Neceſſity to this Nation in her preſent Situa- 
tion: That all poſſible Savings in Expence, 
of all kinds, may be made; that ſomie 
Scheme may be thought of to leſſen, and in 
Time —— the National Debt, that 
Frauds and other Grievances which embaraſs 
Trade may be provided againſt, that the 
Commeree, Freedom and Safety of the Colo? 
nies may be ſecured; that all Ee in 
the Government may be retrench'd,;. or, 
where found 1 to be continu d, may 
be counterpoiz d, that the Nation may pro- 
vide for her future 5 and in Peace 


ET Ayr! future —_— 
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in Wa, that the Jalouſies and Complaintizaf 
the Nation may be filenc'd; and the true Ba- 
nes of the Conſtitution ſettled and ſecured. 

Let us now con ſider wherein lies the Dan- 
git ef theſe good and neceſſary Ends being 
Gefeated: And {this Confideration will lead 
us to that Party Spirit, which the Author 
bas abeady deſcribed ; a miſtaken Principle, 
founded upon Perſons, not upon Things, 
and conſequently facrificing the latter to the 
fotmer. Whether the Remains of this Spi- 
rit ſhall prevail, or be difarmed, . er 
Perſons or Facts ſhall take Place, in this ne- 

 cefſitous CE of our no 0 1s now . 
in the Balance. 

Let but a little Cocfidenichaii! * cd 
imo the! ublick-Scale, and it will ſoon out- 
veigh the other with all its Advantages; let 
Men but diveſtthemſelves of Partiahity. for a 
little while, upon this ſolemn Docafion; and 
they will ſurely not bel in haſte, id ieſume it 3 

let them conſider, even upon 4 Sort of In- 
tereſt, how ill any Al vantage can repay them 
for the Lofs which every "Mat "mult ſuſtain 
in etery Diminution'of the! Wealth and 
Freedarh of his Country, which, neceſfaril £4 
diffuſes its Proſperity. or Ruin to every ; 
> Of it: let them conſider that, however Va: 
vit and Faſhion ftifle'ic for the preſent; 
the LIour of Reflection will take Place, and 
_ embitter all their Enſoyrnents; let thern look 
n Pn 
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i Wealth or Autherity-; let FR 
\ — the Abſardity and Inju tice” of Pre- 
judice, of gratifying their own "Palfions at the 
Expence of the Publick; let them weigh 
the Unreaſonableneſs and Folly of Par 
tiality, of repaying private = from 
the publick Store, and prefering a Set of 
Men to the whole, let Men "var enquire; 
and th muſt unite Diſtreſs, at leaſt; will - 
unite all who love their Country- or ther 
ſelves, and fince Impartiality and Union can 
only fave this Nat on, even Diſtreſs, When 
it produces them, is welcome. 
In this Circumſtance of the Nation wis- 
this Parliament choſen, upon whoſe Con 
duct the Eyes of Europe are ficd wich 4 
teſpectful Attention, to whom, next to Pro- 
vidence, a diſtreſt Nation looks up "for 
Preſervation and Proſperity ; a Parliament, 
from whom the Nation has as great a: Sen 
curity as the Importance of the Truſt re- 
quir'd ; a Parliament, where Decency and 
Temper have prevail'd, in the fame pro 
portion in Which Jealouſy of State and 
e Spirit have encreaſed ; where Parties 
ve been Checks upon themſelves, and 
whete Men have ariſen to be a Check 
upon Parties; where the Honour of Par- 
liament, long proſtituted by all Sides tb 
mean and corrupt Views in a moſt ef- 
ſential Point, been Mluſtriouſly re 
Seem. d; ; where the ow WN Den 1 
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oft, valuable Right preſeryed ſacred, and 
Jox and pulick Sp 


nand P 


8 Treatiſe to give his Thoughts to the 
Publick. Warm in the Cauſe of his Coun- 
try, he muſt have felt her Diſtreſs ; but deſ- 


piling Intereſt and afraid of Ambition, de- 


teſting all Party, and concern'd for no 
private Succeſs, he would have lamented his 
whole Life in Silence, while Party was the 
only Conſideration : But, when the firſt 
Spark broke forth of that Light which 
might lead to natjonal Good, weak as they 


were, he judge d his Endeavour to ener 


-jt a Debt to his Country: Courting no 


Favour, fearing no Reſentment, deſiring no 
Reward, he endeayour'd to recommend that 
Impartial Contempt for private Ends and 
that ' diſintereſted Zeal fo r Publick Good 


7 | which he feels in his own 'Breaft, 


To you therefore, from whom your n; 
try hopes for Preſervation, he humbly 
troduces this Recommendation, which. 50 
Conduct encouraged, of the only hou 
which can preſerye her, If bis” Treatiſe 


ſhall meet with that Reception which the 
Principle deſerves from whence it flows, 


his greateſt datisfaction in his Concealment 


will ariſe from the Proſpect of that Prin- 


Ade iling. Truth gains no real Sup- 
5 5 m the Credit 15 an Author, and 
ſes 10 real * om his being in- 

3 conſiderable 


cit triumph over De- / 


This Proſpect encouraged the Author of | 


3 
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7 
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conſiderable or unknown: Your Example 
will enforce his Arguments, Vour Councils 
will effect his Ends, If any one, offended 
with an Attempt contrary to bis Practiſe 
or his Profit, ſhall, to improve his Gain or 
relieve — Sterility of Matter, fallaciouſly 
groſs Miſconſtructions and curiouſly 
ſpin = Merce againſt them, diſſect 
Senitences, and inveigh againſt Words, he 
abandons his Style without concern to their 
e ane - and the little Criticks ſhall 
enjoy their little Rage unreproved and' un- 
ented : But, for the Principle of the Au- 
thor, there ſhall not be found a ſeverer Critick 
than himſelf. 

If any one ſhall object to this Trea- 
tiſe, that it is a Chymerical Syſtems of Per- 
fection, the Practiſe of which is 1 to be 
wiſhed, but ſuch, as no Man converſant 
in the World will expect, conſidering the 
Frailties to which Human kind is naturally 
ſubject, the Author anſwers, that in Men's 
Private Practiſe this Objection would have 
its Weight; but what a private Man ma 
be diverted from purſuing conſtantly by Paſ- 
ſions and Accidents, againſt which he may 
not always be upon his Guard, is not too 
much to expect from a Parliament, when 
Men act upon Deliberation, and ought al- 
Ea repared againſt every Thi 
which from by aſſing their Judgments 1 
lead them to — . Truſt, and if Party 
be in either Scale, a few diſintereſted Men may 
* turn 


- T7 
ce in Favour of their Country: 
If — conſtitute a Parliament converſe 
indeed only in Clans, and, excluding their 
Judgment and Honour from their Right, 
i ty 78 Men's Opinions for their on, 
ridicule or are Leaf to Argument; and 
Principle, and Obſtinacy Viz 
rene in ſuch a Caſe indeed, even that vene- 
fable Aſſembly would loſe both its Utility 
and- Dignity, Ab: inſtead of finding Wiſ- 
dom from a Multitade of Counſellors, as 
—_— of. —— put together, will count 
1 ſo Numbers of 


— judiced unreaſonable Perſons 
would act 3 as one 8 pre udiced 
atifealorable Man: becauſe this has 


been the Caſe when — Madneſs of Party 
was at the higheſt Pitch, to infer from 
thence, that therefote it is in vain ever to ex- 
a different Conduct, wete to exclude all 
Endeavouts--of Amendment in every Caſe 
it were to advance, that Reformation. is not 
to beattempted, becauſe it is moſt wanted, 
it were an Abſurdity in reaſoning, Which 
muſt anſwer itſelf ; it were a Libel which the 
Conduct of the preſent Parliament will ſuffi- 
ciehtly confute. If it ſhall be objected by 
any one to this Treatiſe, that it is of too ge- 
neral à Nature, the Author anſwers, that - 
this is not an but an Exhortation to 
enquire; that confining itſelf to the known 


Miiſchievouſneſs of Party-Spirit it aſſerts no 


1 Grievance, det 


on 
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only ates; as worth of 4 thorough and im- 
partial Examination, ſuch Subjects of Cla- 
mour as are 777 4 — if wühdut Foun⸗ 
dation, and if they have 2 Foundation g. 
dangerous. If any one ſhall . 
Treatife. is 2 with a Deſign to-1erve any 
. 95 he *. want Candour” on Judgment, 
he will mot deferve Notice. Ik ah one.thal 
think. that a Pretence.. to. mpartiality and 
Inde ependency may be.made.uſe of by Parties 
to dazale the Eyes of the. MER . 5 
concealing their own Deſigns, to draw 

Men, upright in their Intentions, to 9 — 
ill Purpoſes, the Author . that the. 
Multitude, who can only be Authors of g 

Miſchief, are always led into thoſe FE 
chiefs from an Opinion of ſome good End: 
A few Men, when, once they have 8 
themſelves. above thoſe Ties ot Society, £ 
which Men are reftrain' d. from ill el 


TT 


rſuin the worſt Deſigns; but, VI 
wg b Nature of Things 88 made YG 


4 0 the Wotld, that no Intereſt arifing. 
from à "tainted Source ban diffuſe itſelf to 
the Myttirude ; the Inteteſt of Society. can 
break none of the Ties of Society, and 
Co the Intentions of the 4 
. u a: Bu, the N 45 
8 N there is — 
ſtance e acting without a 5 
ard ory yet it muſt be allow'd tha ts | 
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Pretence has been often only- plauſible ; they 
would not meddle to their own Miſchief ; 
but they love toy be meddling, and thoſe 
who cannot effect their own Ends without 
them, find out where the Phrenzy lies, and 
and ſet the Multitude a maddin thus Re- 
ligion and Liberty, two awful Ames, the 
Cauſe of God, and the Cauſe of Mankind, 
have been Inſtruments of the greateſt Vil- 
lanies and Miſchiefs, in the Hands of artful 
and defigning Men; But let any Man con- 
ſider this Treatiſe impartially, ly, and he muſt 
own, that the Intention is hainly, ſo far 
from alſiſting the Artifices o Pits that it 
Is to guard againſt them; for Party will 
abide. no jon of F ads, and the Cauſe 
of this Treatiſe is reſted upon that. A per- 
lexed Clamour, an abuſive Invective may 
ſerviceable to Party, but a diſpaſſionate 
Enquiry into Things, which are made the 
Subjects of Clamour, can only be calcu- 
lated for Peace and Publick Welkite be 
ever attacks an Adminiſtration. will plea! 
Party, but whatever attacks Meaſures, up- 
on which Profit or Power depend, will nei- 
ther ſerve nor pleaſe apy Man who. ids from 
Intereſt or Ambition: In Facts alone is the 
Publick concerned, and he who attaches him- 
ſelf to Fects, is certain ly the Friend. of the 
| Publick ; for while he Hons the Nation at- 
tentive to. her real Intereſt, he defeats the 
* Fower of Leading Party Men ; 5 
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he reduces them to their proper Station to be 
the Servants, not the Maſters of the Pub- 
lick, deſtroys their myſterious Power, by 
which they would lead their Followers 
where Vanity or Intereſt lead them, like 
German Chiets who live by the Sale of their 
Subjects; whereas, if the Conduct herein 
recommended were purſued, they muſt hold 
their Authority and their Reputation from 
their Integrity, their Weight would be 
the only Weight of the Nation attentive 
to. her own Concerns, and they would be 
taught that Facts, not they, were the 
Leaders. If any one ſhall alledge, that Com- 
plaints againſt Perſons in Power have been, 
and will always be, raiſed and fomented 
by 'thoſe who would ſupplant them, the 
Authors admits, that while Emulation, Am- 
bition and Avarice have Place in the World, 
Complaints againſt Perſons in Power will 
always be preferr'd ; and, when Complaints 
have no other Riſe or Tendency ; when the 
ſole Object of the Diſſention is to preſerve or 
gain Power, a true Lover of his Country will 
conſider them with ſome Contempt and 
ſome Concern, whilſt he can have no Com- 
fort in the Proſpect of either Side ſucceed» 
ing; but becauſe there have always been Com- 
plaints againſt Perſons in Power, and thoſe 
often, without Foundation, to infer from 
thence, that therefore all Complaints from 
Perſons out of Power are not to be regarded, 

8 Ws: would 
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Would be the falſeſt and moſt dangerous 


Way of reaſoning. Let none imagine that the 


| Picture which the Author has drawn of paſt 


Times, or the Reflections he has made upon 
the preſent, have been with the leaſt Inten- 
tion to aſperſe or hurt this or any other Ad- 
miniſtration or Perſon; what he relates are 
Facts, within the Memory of many, within 
the Knowledge of every Man in the King- 
dom, what he remarks are natural neceſſary 
Conſequences, Conſequences, in which the 


Happineſs and Safety of this Nation are 


greatly concerned; many of - theſe Facts are 


dpf antient Derivation, tho? their Effects are 


recent; in different Reigns they have hap- 
pened, and when different Sets of Men 

we prevailed; many of them it will pleaſe 
perhaps, no Set of Men to have related; 
many of them, perhaps, upon Enquiry may 
be found to have been almoſt neceſſary Con- 
ſequences of former Errors, Links of one 

eat Chain of miſchievous Events, conti- 
nu'd thro' Numbers of Years, and deriv'd 
from Party; the narrow bounded Views of 
one Set of Men have given Riſe to thoſe of 


tteir Succeſſors, till Example and Impu- 


- 
* ö 


nity ſeem'd to authorize, and the perverted | 
Spirit of the Nation even, in ſome Degree, 
to neceſſitate Meaſures, of which the firſt | 
Authors can never be fufficiently branded. 
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But the Conſequences are become of ſuch 
Importance, that who the Authors of paſt 
Miſchiefs have been, appears now, but a 
little Conſideration ; the Effects claim all 
our Attention: Who ſhall obſtruct Publick 
Good, for the future, we muſt know: But, 
if any there are now alive. who have had 
any Hand in thoſe paſt Miſchiefs, of which. 
5 we feel the Effects, let them ſet their Hands 
: to the great Work of Reformation, and blot. 
out all Remembrance of the paſt: They 
can excuſe themſelves no longer from the 
Neceſſity of purſuing the ſame miſchievous 
Conduct, or from Want of Materials to re- 


form: The Materials are in their Power, 
| and the Work will be required at their 
Hands; let them cloſe their Eyes upon the 
Proſperity. of their Country: After-Times 
ſhall mark only the bright Part of their 

Conduct, their Name ſhall be bleſt, and 
their Poſterity had in Honour; but, if they 
will perſiſt to their Country's Undoing, let 


| their Country's Curſe, and their Country's 
4 Revenge overtake them! If any one would 
iafinuate, that, ſuppoſing the Nation to be 
in the Circumſtances which have been de- 
ſcribed, yet that it would be impolitick and 
= dangerous to lay open her Neceſſity to the 
Publick. The Author anſwers, that, when 
the Complaints of the Merchant, whether 
Juſt or imaginary, are heard all over Europe, 
when the Debts of the Nation and the Cla- 
8 E 2 mours 


eg (86) - 
tours of the People, whether with Founda- 
tion or from Party, are known every where, 
when a long Paper War has ſufficiently 
made known the Diſtreſs of the Nation, 
pretended or real, wherefore is it not to be 
mention'd with a View to remove it? And, 
as it would be ridiculous to decline telling 
a Friend his true Condition, that he might 
be induced to take proper Methods for his 
Recovery, leſt the Relation ſhould diſturb 
him, and fo let him die for Fear of giving 
him the Spleen, ſo would it be equally ab- 
ſurd not to lay open the Diſtreſs of the Na- 
tion, in Order to retrieve it, from an Ap- 
prehenſion of diſquieting the People, and 
to let them be undone for Fear of making 
them uneaſy; and even that Argument, 
as it is, is here excluded, ſince the Circum- 
Nance of the Nation has been long publick- 
ly repreſented in the worſt Light. Faction 
dan - only be judged of by its Conduct and 
Tendency. If any one ſhould paint imagi- 
nary Evils, if he ſhould ſtrive to inflame 4 
Nation with a Relation of even real Calimi- 
ties, when they were without Redreſs, this 
might be conſtrued Faction: But here there 
is no Cauſe for Deſpair: The Danger of 
this Nation is half over, when once plainl 
ſeen: Britain may be ſeduced, but not ſub 
Aued, into Ruin. Tho' her Calamity were 
at the higheſt Pitch, tho' her Commerce 
Were ruind, and her n, 
eee hp" of | nQ: 
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tho empoveriſt'd and brav' d, exhauſted and 
oppreſt, the Genius of Britain would be 
formidable ſtill, when rous'd, while her Fo- 
teſts could furniſh Ships, her Fields nouriffi 
Men, and the Love of Liberty animate 
them; ſo many Thouſands of Men, wih 
their Eyes open, would not be « oreſt. if 

all the reſt were loſt, they woul think Vir= 
tue and Liberty worth defending: They 
would remembet that to theſe they owed 
their Wealth and their Power, themſelves 
moſt valuable, and à Fund for receivin 

them again. In ſuch a Cauſe they woul 

beat their Plough- Shares into Swords, and 
their Pruning- Hooks into Spears, and the 
Genius of Britdin —— pee bat by 
to Pamper the Luxury of Party, or grati 

the — or Vanity of ay ien what 
ſoever : In the Meaſures mindful of the End, 
and jealous of 'maintaiting and ſecuring 
rig Freedom, which, animated thoſe Mea- 


| But, however bad thy: Circutaſtatite of 
the Nation” may be, this Trial, we may 
hope, is not li ely to exift'in- ſuch a De: 
gree, and, by your Integrity and Wiſdom, 
will be entirely prevented. To you the Co- 
lonies look up for their Freedom atid Safety; 
to you the Merchant for Satisfactidòh for his 
Loſſes, and Encouragement in his Commerce : 


to you your Countty looks ug for . 


, 
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in or Proſperity. It is not common Buſineſs 
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of Grievances, for their Honour, and for 
the Preſervation of her Conſtitution: Long 


blarraſſed by Parties, uſurping by Turns the 


Name of Patriots; long ſacrificed and ſold 
by Men aſſuming, by Corruption or Vio- 
lence, the Name of Parliament, in you ſhe 
looks for her old Refuge, her conſtant 
Friend in all her Diſtreſſes; a Parliament, 
ſuch as Parliaments ought to be, the Guar- 
dian of the Conſtitution, and of the Intereſts 
of the People. She hopes it from the Cha- 


_ racers of thoſe of which this Parliament is 
compoſed ; ſhe hopes it from the Meaſures 


25 have hitherto purſu'd ; ſhe hopes it 
om this important iſis of her future Ru- 


that is now before you, repairing Highways, 
fling private Bills, and raifing the 3 
pence of the Lear; but it is the Cauſe 


of your Country, and, in that, the Private 


Intereſt of Thouſands, and your own Inte- 
reſt and Honour collectively and ſeparately. 
In this Circumſtance every Man ſtands upon 


| His Trial to Poſterity, and it is not ou 


the preſent Time but ſucceeding Ages 
mark him out with Infamy or Honour. 
In this Circumſtance you will Conſider, 
that the firſt Principle of Government is the 


| Happineſs of Society, by that only cemen- 


ted and continued: You will remember, 


that the Happineſs of this Nation _— 
mike | tg 


ur | 

the Freedom and Independency of her Con- 
ſtitution, to which ſhe has ſo many Inde- 
feazable Rights; which ſhe holds from God, 
as founded on his Law the Law of Nature, 
the firſt Principle of Self-Defence, which 
ſhe has purchaſed at the Expence of ſo much 
Blood, and ſo much Treaſure ; which ſhe 

holds from her Princes by ſo many ſtrong 
Laws and ſolemn Compacts; which ſhe holds 
from this Family by the ſame Tenures, by 
which they hold the Crown which they 
wear. If there be a Wound, you will lay 
it open deep, that you may Cure more effec- 
tually, and be ſure that the Bottom is ſound, 
before you think of making outward Ap- 
arances fair; you will ſtrike at the Root 


| of all Miſchiefs, and, to remove the Effects, 


trace out and deſtroy the Cauſe ; you will 
conſider, that the Conſequences of our Di- 
viſions are Grevious, but that Diviſion is the 
real Grievance; you will conſider, that, 
tho* Principles may be eternally true, their 
Conſequences cannot be immutable, and that 
the ſame Conduct, which Publick Spirit may 
prompt at one Time, may, at ancther, be 
the ſureſt Means of deſtroying it ; that Per- 
ſons and Principles may deceive, but Facts 
well weighed with their Conſequences can 
not miſlead ; you will remember, that from 
the Prevalence of Party, and the Depen- 
dency of Parliaments have flower'd all the 
Miſchiefs which this Nation has f _— 
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Aeſpite of Prejudice or Faction; when they 
ſhall fee you led blindly by no Adminiſtra- 


| 
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and under which ſhe ſtill Labours; here you | 


will tire your firſt Attention, and, as you 
have yourſelves aſſerted the Juſtice of Par- 


 liament, you will provide forthe Juſtice of 


future Parliaments, by. ſecuring that their 


Elections and Conſultations ſhall be abſo- 
lutely free; you will conſider, that what 
Miſchiefs have been produced by a Spirit of 


Corruption, and Dependency can only be 
remedied by a contrary Spirit, a generous 
Unconcern for Private Advantage, any far- 


ther than it depends upon Publick Good, 


or rather a Prudent Conſideration, that ever 
Man's neareſt Intereſts muſt be inſeparable 
from that of his Country: That, to remedy 


the Miſchiefs paſt, and to provide for future 


Welfare, Abſolute Incorruption, and Abſo» 
lute Independence are neceſſary: For not 
only Penſions and Places may be Corruption, 


and following the Dictates of a Miniſter De- 


pendence, others there are as dangerous, 


cho more plauſible, a Corruption from Pre- 


judices, or Affections, or future Private Views, 
a Dependance upon Perſons and Parties; 
ou will watch thoſe who would Reform 
t you would ſuſpe& thoſe who would 


- ridicule Reformation; you will fit attentive 


to the Complaints of the People, and unde- 
ceive them miſled, or redreſs them injur'd; 
your Conduct will ſilence their Clamours, in 


tion 


(41 


tlon or Party, govern d only by Publick Spirit, 
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and by Publick Good; when they ſhall ſee 
Men of Rank, not conſidering Employ- 
ments and Honour as due to their Birth, 
but their Labour and Induſtry as made by 
their Birth, a Debt to their Country; when 
they ſhall ſee young Men of Fortune, inſtead 
of waſting their Leiſure in Luxury, improv- 
ing it by Application, not enervating their 
Minds in Sloth, not deadening their Senſes 
of Virtue in Pleaſure, but giving with Zeal 
to their Country that Alacrity of Mind, and 
that Vigour of Conſtitution, which were to 
that End endow'd with Leiſure and Afflu- 
ence; when they ſhall ſee Men not led, by 
-miſtaken Intereſt or Vanity, to aſſiſt the 
Maſters who muſt deſpiſe them, in enſlaving 
the Poſterity which muſt curſe them, not 
diſcouraged by a glorious and eaſy Poverty; 
not byaſſed by the Perſuaſions or Threats of 
dependent Parents, to ſacrifice their own 
preſent and future Honour and Intereſt, to 
their mean Apprehenſidns or meaner Profits; 
when they ſhall ſee thoſe, on whom the 
next Age muſt depend, the Glory and the 
Shame of this; when they ſhall ſee their 
Intereſts uppermoſt in all your Conſultations, 
and the reluctant Hand of Party forced to 
b | aſſiſt in the great Work of Reformation. 
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_ Happy the paſt Diviſions of our Country 
her Treaſures well ſpent! her Blood well 


ſpilt! if Experience, however dearly bought, 


preſerve and encreaſe this Spirit, which it 


KR 5 


Happy thoſe! who haue been long Spee- 


has rais'd, of impartial Zeal for Publick 


tators of the dreadful Scene of Corruption 
and Party, if their lateſt Hours ſhould: be 


employ'd in unravelling thoſe Myſteries 
of Iniquity, and tranſmitting to their Poſte, 
rity a Country worth inheriting, worth 


But happieſt they! who ſhall act ſo great 
a, Part on their firſt Entrance upon the Stage 


. of the World; for - whom Foreign Nations 


ſhall, contract early Eſteem; and Reverence ; 


in whom their Country, ſhall place an early 


Confidence and Dependance; whoſe firſt 
Appearance ſhall be hail'd-with Applauſe; 
whoſe lexfure Hours, thall be bleſt with the 
Heart enliyening Tranſport of conſcious 
Virtue; whoſe s Kouth ſhall promiſe long 
to enjoy the} delightful, Pręſpect of Thou- 


ſands bleſt with that Liberty and Proſ- 
perity which they, have ſecnted to them; 
whom lateſt Poſterity ſhall Record and 


Honour. 


Length 


(4) 

Length of ha Days, Authority 'and 
Fame, * . pendent Wealth 
or Grandeur, far outbalancing the forc'd 
Diſlike of Parents, or the empty Threats of 
Power, theſe are the Rewards of Publick 
Spirits. Theſe are the Rewards which your 
Country prepares for you. Let her Ex- 
pectations, ſo well founded, ſo highly rais'd, 
not be now overthrown : For, if this Par- 
liament could diſappoint her Hopes, the 
People muſt deſpair : And wh might be 
the Conſequence of ſuch Deſpair from ſuch 
a People ? | 
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